Module 5: Educare and Storytelling, Quotations and Songs
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Module objectives:
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On completion of this module, participants will be able to:
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e Ask appropriate questions to draw out values questions from the stories in their
textbooks.

o MRIFURSCHHHCF L A 1 1) LA G ] H N SCOME [)
e Identify other times when it is appropriate to use storytelling in lessons.
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Module length:
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4 weeks
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Contents of Module:
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e PowerPoint presentation: Story telling in Mathematics (Document 1)
o JHZMT Aias: B IHIEE OO 1
e Video clips of teachers integrating songs into their classes (Document 2)
o FUMREAK i #E S FUR AL HOE TR AU B O 2)
e lesson plan template and feedback checklist (Documents 3 and 4)
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Introduction

Sr

Discuss with teachers various techniques for story reading and story-telling. (Local
university experts to develop this section based on the usual strategies for teaching
teachers about storytelling in China). Please note that it is really important for teachers to

understand how to be effective storytellers — however it appears that most Chinese
teachers are already well-trained in this skill.
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Activities
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. Ask each teacher to bring along a story, quotation or song. (This could be
something general, such as an inspirational story from the Internet about teaching,
or it could be one of the stories they use in class.)
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 Leader reads/tells the quote/story or sings the song. (Or the group can be
given a copy of the story to read for themselves.)
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* Read it a second time. Ask the group if there’s a particular word or phrase that
jumps out for them.
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* Repeat the word or phrase over and over, allow it to sink into and act on your
heart, notice any feelings, thoughts, questions arising and allow these to touch
your life.
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» Read it for a third time. This time ask the group to start to think about what the
message is really saying to them. Reflect on: What am | hearing? How is this
touching me? What am | being invited to do? How will I respond?
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 Discuss how this idea could be used with very young children — eg with stories
that have a moral. For example, if the story is about friendship, you could ask
the children to sit quietly and think Is this true? Why is it true? Alternatively
you could make up simple quotations, such as those listed below, and ask them
to reflect on “Is this true?” “Why is it true?” “What can we do today to... [eg
be kind to others]?” At the end of the day, you could reflect on the quote
again, “What did we do today to be kind to others?”
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. Discuss/brainstorm different contexts in which a story can be used to convey a
values message. (eg a story in a Chinese or English book chapter, story about a
famous mathematician — use PPT Document 1 to illustrate this; a story to address
an issue like bullying or selfishness; a story to uplift people or give them



suggestions about what to do in a certain situation....) i 1&/3k i M E LT 12 H
WAL A\ SCE S BRI SE .  (nrp SC el s AR R m v i — i
H, KT —rFLHBFFZ - PPT X 1 JeoR: 808 1 ffd—> 1]
R, A ERAT R E A S — NS i B XA R AR A
AR AL B 2 T B 1 213 .....) Finish the salon with singing a selection of
the EHV songs supplied with the resources, and discuss what the values messages
are in these songs. (Note that some teachers can make up their own songs that
relate to the topic. Watch the videos of teachers using songs in Mathematics
classes, Document 2, to give them some ideas.)

Activities for teachers to do in self-study
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1. Use the following questions to bring out children’s reflections on stories in the
Chinese or English textbook:
(Teachers should be encouraged to ask children the following questions in
relation to each lesson/topic. The purpose of this is to draw out the children’s
own understandings of the values messages.)
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. What does this remind you of in our own lives?
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. What can we learn from this? What is the human values message in what

we have learned? (i.e. about ourselves, being better/happier people,
helping ourselves and others, etc.)
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. What can we do: (a) as individuals, (b) as a school, (c) as a society, and
(d) as the whole world to put this values message into practice?
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2. Keep a record of some of the answers the children give and bring these to the next
salon to share with colleagues. Try to trace any development in the depth of the
children’s answers.
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3. At least once per week, find an inspiring story (fiction or non-fiction/about
present-day or historical people or events) that is not in a textbook but that can
give the children an inspiring message about life. For example, you can tell a
story about a famous mathematician who used good values in his life, and ask the
children, “What can we do in our lives to make ourselves more like this person?”



Or it can be a story about some issue that is current in your class, eg bullying, not
sharing, that you can ask the children to reflect on and make some action to
improve.
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4. Repeat 3 using a suitable song with a values message, either chosen from the

resources supplied in the package or a song of the teachers’ own choice or
invention.
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1. Ask teachers to describe the stories they have used, the contexts in which they
used them, and to share examples of what children have said in response to their
values-related questions. Note whether there has been any development in the
quality and depth of the children’s answers.
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2. Share how they have been using the EHV songs and share the children’s answers
to their questioning about the messages in these songs.
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3. Do the demonstration lessons, making sure that there is at least one story and one
song with a values message integrated into the lesson, and use questioning to
draw out the children’s understanding of these messages. Use the enclosed lesson
plan template and feedback checklist (Documents 3 and 4).
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